E M O RY

CHALLENGE & CHAMPIONS


Please choose option 1 OR option 2, and on a separate piece of paper, write your name at the top, identify if you are choosing option 1 or 2 and then prepare your sample.  Please write legibly. Sign your name at the bottom of the page.

Middle Grades Writing Sample

WRITING TOPIC PAGE Option 1

Persuasive Writing Checklist

Before you begin writing

· Read the writing topic

· Decide your point of view on the topic

· Think about ideas to include in your paper

· Think about how to organize your ideas

Make your ideas clear to the reader

· Make your point of view clear to the reader

· Use convincing reasons to support your point of view

· Use specific details to develop your supporting ideas

· Present your ideas in a clear, logical order

· Make sure you write on the assigned topic

Make your paper interesting

· Use descriptive and precise words

· Vary the length, type, and structure of your sentences

· Share your thoughts and feelings on the topic

· Think about your audience

Make your paper easy to read

· Write in complete sentences

· Indent to begin each new paragraph

· Capitalize, spell, and punctuate correctly

· Use effective transitions
Middle Grades Writing Sample

WRITING TOPIC PAGE Option 2

Expository Writing Checklist

Before you begin writing

· Read the writing topic

· Decide on a main idea

· Think about ideas to include in your paper

· Think about how to organize your ideas

Make your ideas clear to the reader

· Explain your main idea

· Use specific details to develop your supporting ideas

· Present your ideas in a clear, logical order

· Make sure you write on the assigned topic

Make your paper interesting

· Use descriptive and precise words

· Vary the length, type, and structure of your sentences

· Share your thoughts and feelings on the topic

· Think about your audience

Make your paper easy to read

· Write in complete sentences

· Indent to begin each new paragraph

· Capitalize, spell, and punctuate correctly

· Use effective transitions

















































Writing Situation


Some students at your school believe they shouldn’t have to do any homework after doing class work all day at school. The teachers argue that doing homework is an important learning activity. What do you think? 





Directions for Writing


Write a letter to convince your principal to agree with your position on homework. Include examples and details to support your position.
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